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For immediate release: September 9, 2021

MT Highway 64 Rural Commuter Corridor
TIGER Grant Project Update

While major updates to Lone Mountain Trail/MT Highway 64 in Big Sky were delayed this year,
the project is moving forward this fall with some important components of the project beginning
construction this month while the rest of the project is re-bid.

In 2017, the community of Big Sky was awarded a TIGER grant from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) in the amount of $10.2 million dollars for major infrastructure
improvements along the Lone Mountain Trail/MT Highway 64 corridor. Once the agreement was
signed in June 2019 between Gallatin County and FHWA, Sanderson Stewart was awarded the
contract to oversee design and construction for the improvements in September 2019. In
partnership with Stahly Engineering, the team has worked diligently with Gallatin County, the
Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) and FHWA to work through the design,
acquisition of land (right-of-way) for the expanded roadway, and the required permitting for the
project.

As indicated in the June 4, 2021 press release, the right-of-way acquisition process took longer
than anticipated and as a result, we were not able to bid the project until May 2021. Only one
bid was received, and it was significantly higher than our estimated construction cost and the
budget available for the project. Gallatin County and FHWA therefore agreed to re-bid the project
this fall and begin construction in the spring of 2022.

In the meantime, the TIGER agreement with FHWA has been amended to allow two components
of the project to proceed this fall. Those projectsinclude the upgrades to the US 191 traffic signal
and the turn lanes along Powder Light Subdivision. This fall, MDT will proceed with the US 191
traffic signal upgrades while Lone Mountain Land Company will proceed with construction of
the Powder Light turn lanes. Both projects should be underway by mid-September.

Moving forward with these project components will help to address the budget challenges with
the overall TIGER project. We will also make other modifications prior to bidding the project
again. Community partners including the Big Sky Resort Area District (Resort Tax) are in constant
collaboration to seek solutions for all remaining project components to be constructed as
intended with the TIGER project. As an absolute last resort, we will reconsider the possibility of



eliminating one or more additional project component(s) in order to allow the rest of the project
to move forward in 2022. If this happens, Gallatin County will use the community feedback from
the survey conducted in June/July to help determine which project component(s) may be
eliminated. The survey results are presented below and are also available at
www.mthighway64communitysurvey.com.

Project Priority Ranking

Left-turn lane at Huntley Drive (Town Center/Roxy’s). 3121

Traffic signal, left and right-turn lanes at Little Coyote Road and a left-turn lane at 2907
Market Place (Meadow Village Drive).

Left-turn lanes at Andesite Road and Big Pine Drive.

Left-turn lane at Big Sky Resort Road.

Traffic signal upgrades at US 191 intersection, including left-turn and right-turn

phasing and pedestrian push buttons and signal indications. 2391

Two-way left-turn lane at the two Powder Light access inter
(related to pending workforce housing project).

New pedestrian underpass under MT 64 west of Little Coyote Road. 2055

Paved multi-use pathway along Little Coyote Road from MT 64 to the Big Sky
Community Park.
New pedestrian bridge along Little Coyote Road over West Fork Gallatin River
adjacent to the Big Sky Community Park.
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Paved multi-use pathway along MT 64 from Big Pine Drive to Andesite Road.

Elimination of gravel shoulder parking along Hwy 64 by Conoco Gas Station by
extending existing curb and gutter, paved bus pull-outs, and paved pull-outs for.,
Procurement of 4 additional buses to expand the Skyline Transit service. 1199

Curve warning signage upgrades between Big Sky Resort Road and Andesite Road,

and Wildlife crossing signage upgrades west of US 191. L

Total Score based on ranking per vote.

#1 rank = 13 points, #13 rank = 1 point, etc.
298 votes

Thank you for your valuable feedback on this important project for the Big Sky Community.
Please feel free to contact Sanderson Stewart with any additional questions about the project:

Danielle Scharf
Project Manager/Engineer
Sanderson Stewart
dscharf@sandersonstewart.com
406-922-4325



http://www.mthighway64communitysurvey.com/
mailto:dscharf@sandersonstewart.com

